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Common guitarfish  Rhinobatos rhinobatos
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The islands

The Kermadec Islands are a group of
subtropical volcanic islands in the heart of
the region.

New Zealand has a close association with
the islands. Raoul Island was settled by
Polynesians between 600 and 1000 years
ago. Europeans discovered the islands in the
1700s and settlers endured massive storms,
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions when
trying to settle there.

Today, theislands are uninhabited except fora
Department of Conservation field station on
Raoul Island.
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