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Figure 1 - Tree species identification based on morpho-anatomical
characters of the root. A- sample from Sidon synagogue entrance, identified
as Cupressus. Note the tracheids (a clear feature of gymnosperm wood) and
the lack of resin canals (resin canals are a prominent feature of pine
anatomy). B,C - sample from Museum cave, identified as Pistacia. Note the
secretory cavities in the phloem (C), a typical characteristic of Anacardiaceae
family. D - sample from Museum cave, identified as Bryonia. E - Rhamnus
root (was not found in the caves)- note the undulating vessels and the yellow
root colour. F,G- Quercus ithaburensis root, note The extremely thick fibres in
the root periphery (G). H- thick Bryonia root with a typical morphology. A,E-
Hand sections, TBO stain. B,C,D,F,G- Hand sections, Safranin-alcian blue
stain.
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Figure 2 - Species identification from Museum cave. Arrows point the resin
canals, a prominent feature of Pistacia. Samples 1,2,3,4,7C- Pistacia. Sample
5- Bryonia. Sample 6-unidentified (definitely an angiosperm). Samples 7A,B-
most probably Cercis.
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Fig. 3 - The map of the cave with the position of the samples, and the

samples.
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Figure 4 - Species identification from Rabbi Judah the Prince cave. Samples
1-11, 12-16- Pistacia. Sample 12- probably Rosemary (the root was mostly
rotten and very small). Sample 17-unidentified (definitely an angiosperm).
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