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The remains you see here are of

a large, impressive palace from

the Middle Canaanite period
(seventeenth century BCE). The
thickness of the walls and the pillars
in the center of the hall you see
below attest that it was a main hall
of extraordinary value, uniqueness
and magnitude, which served the
city-state of Afek. The hall was
surrounded by smaller rooms, one
of which can be seen at left.
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The Egyptian governor’s residence

was used by one of the Egyptian
government’s outposts in the Land of
Israel at the end of the Late Canaanite
period (thirteenth century BCE). This two-
story building measured 20 x 20 m. The
ground floor was made of stone and rose
to a height of 2 m, and the upper story
was built of mudbrick.

This story was used as a residence and
has been partly reconstructed. The upper
story was accessed by a staircase that can
be seen on the right after the entrance.
Awatering trough for horses can also be
seen at the entrance to the building.
Remnants of a fire and the arrowheads
found in the ruins indicate that the
residence was destroyed and burned in

a battle. However, we do not know who
destroyed it.

Many finds were unearthed in the
residence, including clay vessels,

Jewelry, remnants of frescoes and n
important documents and letters in
various languages: Akkadian, Canaanite,
Sumerian, Egyptian and Hittite. A letter
from Ugarit that was entirely preserved
reveals the way of life at that time and
the connection between Egypt and
Canaanite kings.
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Letter from Ugarit, sent from the
governor of the land of Ugarit (present-
day Syria),to the Egyptian governor of
Canaan, flattering him and begging for
the return of his wheat through Adduy,
the man of Akko (12401230 BCE).

‘Selected text from the letter of Ugarit:
To Haya, the “great man”, my father,
my lord, say: Thus (says) Takuhlinu,
prefect of the land of Ugarit, your son
(and) your servant, from afar) at the
feet of my lord, my father, 1 fall
For my father, my lord, may there be
peacel May the gods of the great king,
yourford, and the gods of the land of
Ugarit bless you (and) keep you...
Now, my father, my wish, from my
request to (me dispatch) and my (wheat)
may my ford retur into the hand of
Adduya, the man of Akko ..

Now,asa gift for my father, one
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(shekels of) red wool (called) tabarru |
have dispatched (herewith) to you.
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Weapons, jewelry, pins
and inlays that were
found in the excavations
of the Egyptian
governor's residence.
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Clay tablets bearing

inscriptions in Akkadian
cuneiform, including lists of
Sumerian words translated
into to Akkadian and
Canaanite, such as: god,
hand, wheat, enemy, bull.
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