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“..we are watching for the fire signals of Lachish according to all the signs which
my lord has given, because we cannot see Azekah”  (from Lachish Letter IV)

“Fire signals” are bonfires that were lit from a high place in the city to convey messages
between distant places. The letter’s author was reporting that the Lachish garrison could
not see the signal fires from the nearby city of Azekah. According Prof. Yigael Yadin’s
interpretation, the signal fires at Azekah had been extinguished because the king of

Babylon had already captured the city. According to Dr. Ze’ev B. Begin, who disagrees

with that theory, the Lachish city garrison was filing a standard report, sent from
Maresha, from which Azekah could not be seen because of the topography. The authors
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of the letter were explaining to the recipient that they were watching the signal fires
of Lachish, which was a kind of intermediate stop from which signals were conveyed
between Maresha and Lachish.
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